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The CN Label
 Is the gold standard for verifying the crediting of menu items

Provides School Food Authorities a warranty against audit claims 
when the product is used according to the manufacturer’s 
instructions

Gold Standard-CN Label Crediting

Documenting Requirements
Valid and acceptable documentation for the CN Label is:

1. Remove the original CN Label from the product carton

2. A photocopy of the CN Label 
◦ Attached to the original product carton
◦ Label cannot be easily removed

3. A photograph of the CN Label 
◦ Must be attached to the original product carton.

CN Labels that are photocopied or photographed must be visible and legible

CN Label with a Watermark
March of 2015, FNS new guidance 
Allows the watermarked CN Label as acceptable documentation

Watermarks are used when the CN logo and contribution statement are 
on product information other than the actual product carton

Manufactures may provide schools with a watermark CN Label during 
the bidding process
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Sample CN Label with a Watermark Bill of Lading (invoice)
Watermarked CN Label 
Hardcopy or electronic copy

With product name and CN number

Attached to the Bill of Lading (invoice)
Product name documented on Bill of 

Lading

Reporting System
CN Label Verification Reporting System
◦ Developed to assist State agency reviewers, CN program operators, and 

the food industry 

◦ Verifies the status of a CN Label 

◦ Verifies the validity of a CN Label copied with a watermark

Two Reports
The new system produces two comprehensive monthly reports:
CN Label Verification Report

http://www.fns.usda.gov/sites/default/files/cn/cnl_verificationreport.pdf

CN Label Manufacturers Report
https://origin.drupal.fns.usda.gov/sites/default/files/cn/cnl_manufacturersr

eport.pdf

Verification Report Locating a Product

http://www.fns.usda.gov/sites/default/files/cn/cnl_verificationreport.pdf
https://origin.drupal.fns.usda.gov/sites/default/files/cn/cnl_manufacturersreport.pdf
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Located Product Manufacturers Report

Product Formulation Statement (PFS)
When a valid CN label or watermarked CN Label with Bill of Lading 

is available and on file, a Product Formulation Statement is not
needed

Only request a PFS when purchasing a processed product without a 
CN Label

Sample PFS

Sample Vegetable PFS Product Formulation Statement (PFS)
Product Formulation Statement templates for documenting the 
meat/meat alternates (M/MA), grains and fruits/vegetables 
components are available on the FNS Web site at: 
http://www.fns.usda.gov/cnd/cnlabeling/foodmanufacturers.htm

http://www.fns.usda.gov/cnd/cnlabeling/foodmanufacturers.htm
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Acceptable Documentation
Yes  Accept

No

No

No

Yes

Yes

 Accept

 Accept

USDA Foods Product Information Sheets

USDA Foods Product Information Sheets
Find Information Sheets at:

http://www.fns.usda.gov/nslp/nslp-material-fact-sheets-meatmeat-
alternates

Diverted Foods Book
Watermarked CN Label

or

Product Formulation Statement

also

Ingredient Statement

and

Nutrition Fact Label

Manufacturer Fact Sheets Nutrition Fact Labels
Should be kept for food items on your menus
Helps in menu planning
Calories
Sodium
Total Fat
Saturated Fat
Trans Fat

Nutrition Fact Labels are needed even if you 

have a CN label

http://www.fns.usda.gov/nslp/nslp-material-fact-sheets-meatmeat-alternates
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Modernized Nutrition Facts Label
On May 20th FDA finalized a new Nutrition Facts Label
◦ Requirements for serving sizes more closely reflect the amounts of food 

that people currently eat

◦ Declaration of grams and a percent daily value for “added sugars”

◦ Declaration of Vitamin D and potassium in grams 

◦ Calories from Fat will be removed

◦ An abbreviated footnote to better explain the %DV

Old vs. New

Administrative Review
You will choose one week’s worth of menus during the review 

period (normally the month prior to your review) 
 CN Labels for food items on that week’s menus or

 CN Label with watermark with attached invoice or

 Product Formulation Statement

If a nutrition analysis is completed
 Nutrition Facts Labels

Which Labels Are Acceptable?
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USDA Nondiscrimination Statement 

In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations and policies, the USDA, its Agencies, offices, 

and employees, and institutions participating in or administering USDA programs are prohibited from discriminating based on race, color, national origin, sex, 

disability, age, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity in any program or activity conducted or funded by USDA. 

Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program information (e.g. Braille, large print, audiotape, American Sign Language, 

etc.), should contact the Agency (State or local) where they applied for benefits. Individuals who are deaf, hard of hearing or have speech disabilities may contact 

USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339. Additionally, program information may be made available in languages other than English. 

To file a program complaint of discrimination, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, (AD-3027) found online at: 

http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html, and at any USDA office, or write a letter addressed to USDA and provide in the letter all of the 

information requested in the form. To request a copy of the complaint form, call (866) 632-9992. Submit your completed form or letter to USDA by: 

(1) Mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture 

Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights 

1400 Independence Avenue, SW 

Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; 

(2) Fax: (202) 690-7442; or 

(3) Email: program.intake@usda.gov. 

This institution is an equal opportunity provider.

Questions???


